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USFSP LIBRARY gets A MAkeOVER

The library renovations come just a few weeks away from the end of the spring semester and are planned
to be completed in September of this year.

DeSantis signs 15-week
abortion ban into Florida law

By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

I

n a historic signing last
Thursday, Gov. Ron
DeSantis approved
the strictest anti-abortion
legislation Florida has seen
since Roe v. Wade.
House Bill (HB) 5, the
Reducing Fetal and Infant
Mortality Act, restricts most
abortions after 15 weeks of
pregnancy, with exceptions
only to those whose health
may be at risk or with a
baby that has a “fatal fetal
abnormality.”
The bill shortens the
legal timeframe to receive
an abortion from 24 weeks,
established by Roe v. Wade in
1973, to 15.
The new law, which does
not allow exemptions for

cases like rape, incest or
human trafficking, will take
effect on July 1.
“[HB 5] protects babies in
the womb who have beating
hearts, who can move, who
can taste, who can see and
who can feel pain,” said
DeSantis, according to a news
release. “I am proud to sign
this great piece of legislation
which represents the most
significant protections for life
in the state’s modern history.”
First brought to the Florida
House of Representatives in
January by Rep. Erin Grall,
R-Vero Beach, and Rep. Jenna
Persons-Mulicka, R-Fort
Myers, the bill appealed to
Florida’s Republican-majority
legislature.
Later that month, students
from the University of South
Florida’s chapter of the

T

Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed HB 5 into law on
April 14.
Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) protested
the bill during a committee
meeting in Tallahassee
alongside chapters from the
University of North Florida
and Florida State University.

See HB 5 on p. 7

See LIBRARY on p. 2

FinTech | X Accelerator
program welcomes
inaugural cohort
By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff

COURTESY OF AP PHOTO
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he University of
South Florida’s St.
Petersburg campus
will help make the Tampa
Bay region a hub for financial
technology (fintech) with
the FinTech | X Accelerator
program’s inaugural cohort.
The 2022 cohort consists
of 16 fintech startups from
around the world –– 15
headquartered outside
of Florida, five of which
are internationally-based,
according to a press release.
Besides being
geographically diverse,
the startups also provide
significant representation with
three of them led by female
entrepreneurs, as well as

military veterans, LGBTQ+
individuals and minorities.
Among the cohort are
startups that are still in the
early stages of development,
while others are further along
–– generating over $1 million
in annual recurring revenue.
The program is made
possible due to a multi-year
partnership between Tampa
Bay Wave –– a nonprofit
organization that utilizes
financial technology and
software to develop financial
services such as online
banking and crypto exchanges
–– and the USF Muma
College of Business.

See FINTECH on p. 7
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2 NEWS
By Sofía García Vargas
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library
(NPML) at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg is currently
under renovation, promising
a better structure of the first
floor to meet the needs of the
growing USF community.
Just a few weeks away
from the end of the semester,
giant plastic curtains cover
two-thirds of the first level
of the library, disrupting
the usual calmness of
the building. Despite
the inconveniences, the
renovations aim to further
expand the student, faculty
and community experience at
the university.
Interim Campus Library
Dean Kaya van Beynen
told The Crow’s Nest that
the project is being built by
the company DIRTT, with
completion planned for
September of this year.
A significant number of
changes will be made, starting
with the addition of a row
of glass study rooms along
the south side of the atrium.
Additionally, the front desk
will be redesigned to make
it fit within a smaller, more
modern space.
The Student Technology
Center (STC) will also have
a new look, expanding to
include small workshop
spaces and a “genius bar”
–– where students can get
tech support –– in addition
to its existing software and
hardware aid, a maker space
with robotics, 3D printing,
virtual/augmented reality
equipment and high-end
multimedia computers.
The Poynter Corner in
the southwest area of the
first floor, home to many
university and community
events, has been cataloged

USFSP’s library to
have a new look in the fall

as problematic by many,
including van Beynen.
“While this area is
beautiful with windows
along three walls, it’s been
problematic for several
reasons. Its tucked away in
the back corner and visitors
have a hard time finding it,
there’s no barrier, so when
we have events, these can
be disturbing to students
studying nearby,” van Beynen
said.
For this reason, the current
recreational gallery space
near the entrance will be fixed
up for improved capacity to
hold events. The space and
furniture will be flexible to
better accommodate small
and large events, and with
the long row of glass study
rooms, future library events
will not disturb the studying
of students.
According to van Beynen,
one of the biggest changes
will be the reconfiguration of
the entrance and exit to the
library.
“The exit will be removed
and the front entrance will
become both an entrance and
an exit,” van Beynen said.
As one of the St.
Petersburg campus’ main
pillars is to increase
sustainability, the renovation
project plans to further
these efforts by changing
the current lighting to LED
lighting.
Additionally, the current
exit will be turned into a
green wall including the use
of plants to clean the indoor
air and give the library a
“calming, green aesthetic.”
Planning for this
renovation initiated back in
2018, which according to
van Beynen, started with the
holding of a series of focus
groups with students and
faculty to discuss what the

COURTESY OF USF

The modernization changes the traditionally spacious front desk and walkway
to a more enclosed one.
library was missing.
“Unsurprisingly, this
confirmed our anecdotal
knowledge that students
wanted increased capacity for
safe late night study space,
more study rooms, increased
Wi-Fi and electronical
outlets,” van Beynen said.
“Library staff knew that
new visitors wanted to leave
using the entrance and that
visitors frequently didn’t
notice the exit. We also knew
that our front desk work
patterns had changed. We
just didn’t need that big of a
desk.”
While the NPML has
undergone several significant
changes in its almost 30
years –– the latest one being
in 2019 –– it has never been
fully renovated. However,
after a $1 million donation
made by Josephine Hall
–– a regular attendee to the
university’s public events
–– and another one by Lynn
Pippenger in 2019, USF was
able to carry out this project.
According to van Beynen,
considering the way the
USF community studies,
communicates and conducts
research has changed in the
past years, the renovations

will provide an update to
accommodate those needs.
“When I first started
working at NPML in the
early 2000s, most of the
first floor was taken up by
ranges of shelves filled with
print journals, reference
books (telephone books,
encyclopedias, indexes,
etc.), and films in DVD and
VHS,” van Beynen said. “But
technology has changed and
most of these resources are
now available online.”
“To adapt around, we’ve
progressively weeded
these collections to remove
those that were out-of-date
or available online. The
remaining print journal
collections (those that are
not yet online) and the media
collection have now been
relocated to the second and
third floor of the library. This
opened up a lot of space that
we could convert to student
study space, the STC and the
Poynter Corner event space.”
According to van Beynen,
student study preferences
have changed as well.
“Students do a lot of group
work now, and we regularly
host study groups particularly
among the biology, business

and nursing students,” van
Beynen said.
“Library hours have
progressively expanded into
the evening and into the early
morning. We’re open until 2
a.m. now Monday through
Thursday, and regularly
get requests for additional
extended hours leading up
to exam weeks. But we’ve
always needed to balance
access to the library with
student safety and have
never had the ability to
close off some of the staff
workspace and the second and
third floors [to] students and
members of the public. With
this renovation project, we’ll
soon have the capacity to
close off most of the library
during late evenings so that
students can continue to
safely use the library.”
Even though no further
renovation plans have been
scheduled yet, van Beynen
said, “we are always trying
to think how we can improve
our library into a welcoming,
service oriented, efficient,
high-tech and just plain
beautiful building.”
sgarciavargas@usf.edu
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Everything from the floor to the furniture is being renovated, which will allow
for more students to navigate the first floor.

The plan includes significant changes to two-thirds
of the first floor, which will provide more space for
the growing campus.
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Student government presents new bill to
St. Petersburg’s Deputy Mayor
B A
C
y

ubrey

arr

Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida’s
Student Government
(SG) took steps toward
community engagement
during a lunch meeting with
St. Petersburg’s Deputy
Mayor Stephanie Owens last
week.
The luncheon was
hosted to present Owens
with “OneUSF Community
Engagement” –– an SG
bill developed to increase
partnership between USF’s
three campuses and the
surrounding communities.
The creation of the USF
Community Engagement
Committee –– a collection
of students and SG faculty
tasked with planning
volunteer events for the
university –– was also
included in the bill.
SG’s meeting with Owens
acted as the commencement
of the increased community
collaboration detailed in the
bill.
“This lunch is the first
step in creating a partnership
between Student Government
and St. Pete that will benefit
all students across [USF],”
said Yamaris Rodriguez, USF
St. Petersburg SG’s deputy
chief of staff and senior
political science major.
Rodriguez co-organized
the event alongside Andres
Montero, SG’s assistant
director of external and
government affairs.
“Our role as student
leaders is to create a better
community and opportunities
for our peers, which is what
the bill and the luncheon with
the deputy mayor have kick
started,” Rodriguez said.
“Having the deputy mayor
listen to student leaders of the
University of South Florida
shows the city’s willingness
to listen to our perspective
and concerns about the future
of the [university’s] St.
Petersburg campus and the

NEWS 3

city of St. Pete.”
The lunch was comprised
of SG leaders, students who
helped write the bill and
SG advisers from all three
campuses.
According to Rodriguez,
the meeting was “a successful
event” and showed promise
of further collaboration
between the city and USF St.
Petersburg.
“One achievement that I
believe came out of the event
was the mention of future
conversations with the deputy
and the city to further the
talk of a partnership between
USF and them with either
mentorship or internship
opportunities for students,”
Rodriguez said.
Like Rodriguez, Kande
DaCosta, a USF St.
Petersburg SG senator and
sophomore finance major,
spoke positively of the event.
COURTESY OF USF
“I think this is a step in the Student Government’s new bill aims to increase partnership between
right direction for both SG
USF’s campuses and their surrounding cities through student volunteering
and the wider university in
opportunities.
that it will show the student
body that the people they
have elected to serve them
have their best interests at
hand,” DaCosta said.
“[The lunch] will help
[the university] reach its
‘OneUSF’ goal and improve
community engagement,”
DaCosta said.
SG’s meeting with Owens
not only created conversations
of future partnerships but was
also a validating experience
for the students in attendance.
“Being a student,
sometimes you don’t feel
like you have enough of an
impact on your university or
community, so organizing
the lunch and actively
participating on [an] event
where we were able to start
talks of a partnership with
the city that will benefit
future students was great,”
Rodriguez said.
COURTESY OF USF
aubrey14@usf.edu

Under the new bill, Student Government created a committee dedicated to
organizing community volunteering events.
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USF graphic arts seniors present
thesis work in ‘Contrast’ exhibition
Story and photos by
Gavin Hadro
Crow’s Nest Staff

S

eniors of the
University of South
Florida St. Petersburg
graphic arts program publicly
displayed their thesis projects
last Friday — the first to be
in-person in two years.
The substantial variety in
concepts lead the exhibit to
be named “Contrast,” which
plays on the artistic nature of
the differences between all the
pieces.
Guests were encouraged
to discuss the projects in the
Harbor Hall Gallery alongside
the seniors, who dedicated
months to creating and
installing the works, and the
professors who guided them in
the process.
The 18 final pieces
culminated years of education
in the arts and displayed the
result of a semester’s worth of
work.
As each student chose a
different theme or idea to
expand on, the gallery offered

a diverse collection of art.
On one side, there is “Card
Critters,” a collaborative
playing card illustration
project by Casey Metro
and Karyna Jimenez,
while another area offers
Lukas Walters’ “Reclaim,”
a fictional, sustainable
merchandise concept.
In addition to flat pieces,
there were many threedimensional accessories,
copies of the artworks and
other interactive aspects that
made the exhibit much more
intimate.
Some works used
interactive elements to convey
the artists’ intended message,
like Valeria Costa’s “Sharing
Secrets” piece that allowed
guests to walk into and touch
the display.
As with previous exhibits,
“Contrast” will remain on
display for the near future or
until another exhibit replaces
it.
gavinahadro@usf.edu
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Coffee in a coloring book:
ARTS
2D Cafe joins the Grand Central district & LIFE
Story and photos by
Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he 2D Cafe, St.
Petersburg’s newest
addition to its lineup
of eccentric small businesses,
offers the experience of a
traditional European-style
cafe with an artistic twist.
With its grand opening
on April 8, the 2D Cafe ––
owned by Maria Merello and
her wife Maria Kyriakidou
–– is an immersive
monochromatic space that
makes both the patrons and
the cafe’s offerings the standout pops of color amid an
otherwise black and white
room.
The space was designed
and hand-painted by
renowned local artist Chad
Mize, giving it a special
connection to the rich art
culture of St. Petersburg.
Food and drink options at
the 2D Cafe include coffee,
freshly baked pastries, salads
and sandwiches, and there are
plans to expand the menu in
order to cater to a wider range
of customer needs.
“We want to add more

gluten-friendly and vegan
items just to have more
options for anybody with any
type of dietary restrictions,”
general manager Alex
Campbell told The Crow’s
Nest.
According to Campbell,
2D cafes and restaurants have
gained major popularity in
America since they emerged
around five years ago in Asia
and Europe.
“[Merello and Kyriakidou]
are world travelers and during
one of their travels they
opened up a Forbes magazine
and saw a spread about one
of the first 2D cafes that was
established in Japan, and they
thought it was a really cool
idea,” Campbell said.
Merello and Kyriakidou
sat on the idea of bringing
a 2D eatery experience to
Florida for two years, and
originally wanted to open one
in Orlando.
“Given that St. Petersburg
has had so much traction and
population growth, [Merello
and Kyriakidou] actually
thought that this would be
the ideal spot, and then it just
came down to solidifying the

General manager Alex Campbell has worked closely
with owners Maria Merello and Maria Kyriakidou to
bring the 2D Cafe to life.

5

location,” Campbell said.
The 2D Cafe is located at
2105 Central Ave., formerly
home to Swah-Rey in the
Grand Central District.
The Grand Central District
–– which spans across First
Avenue South, Central
Avenue and First Avenue
North from 16th Street
North to 31st Street North
–– is a hotspot for arts and
entertainment and home to
local antique retailers, bars,
restaurants and art galleries.
Closing on the location
in December, it only took
Merello, Kyriakidou and their
team three months to create
and open the doors of their
new business.
Campbell told The Crow’s
Nest that the cafe’s opening
week was a whirlwind,
but commended locals and
neighboring business owners
as “an army of kind people”
that have helped them get on
their feet.
george117@usf.edu

Arts and Life Editor Sophia George visited the 2D Cafe.
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THE
CROW’S NEST
Mission Statement
The Crow’s Nest is committed to
providing its readers with news
relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus and its
surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards
of reporting as defined by the Society
of Professional Journalists. Opinions
in this newspaper do not necessarily
represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Peter Rudy Wallace
Center
Office 110
261 Sixth Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Sofía García Vargas

sgarciavargas@usf.edu

Managing Editor
Aubrey Carr

aubrey14@usf.edu

News Editor
Molly Ryan

mollyr5@usf.edu

Online Editor
Now Hiring
Arts & Life Editor
Sophia George

george117@usf.edu

Op-Ed & Features Editor
Now Hiring
Staff Reporter
Max Steele

mksteele1@usf.edu

Creative Director
Baron Reichenbach
baronr@usf.edu

Multimedia Editor
Gavin Hadro

gavinhadro@usf.edu

Marketing Manager
Now Hiring
Advisor
Chelsea Tatham
Zukowski

chelsea11@usf.edu

Letters to the Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to
the editor. All submissions should
be no more than 500 words. Writers
must include their full name. All
letters are subject to editing for clarity
and length. Letters can be sent to
sgarciavargas@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Newspaper theft is a crime.

EDITORIAL: The crows
have a new nest

By The Crow’s Nest Staff

O

ver a month ago,
The Crow’s Nest
relocated to a
new office at the Peter Rudy
Wallace Center (PRW) ––
leaving behind over 10 years
of memories and legacy.
Although this move came
with stress and uncertainty,
it marked a new chapter for
the newspaper and further
opportunities for our staff and
contributors.
Now located at PRW 110,
the office offers a common
area and four separate rooms
–– one used as the Editorin-Chief’s office, which
looks out to the entrance
of the parking garage, and
another one as a newspaper
“graveyard,” where we keep
copies of previous Crow’s
Nest issues.
The other two rooms were
originally planned to house
the Neighborhood News
Bureau course, but no plans
of action have been settled
to relocate the class from its
previous Enoch Davis Center
location.
In January, the move was
first proposed as an option,
so we toured the space and
decided to think on it, as
the idea of moving from our
long-established office was
daunting.
Within the next month,
we were told that a new

organization would be moving
into our old space at the
Student Life Center, and we
would have to transfer to
PRW.
The next couple of days
were hectic, as we had to pack
and organize ten years’ worth
of archives and furniture.
Thankfully, Student Life
and Engagement Advisor
Robert Herron was of
tremendous aid in the moving
process –– helping us pack,
move and organize all of our
belongings.
After two months of being
in the office, we have settled
AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST
into our new nest and made
After over 10 years in our old office space, ‘The Crow’s
it our home. Here, we spend
almost 12 hours on Sunday
Nest’ has found a new home.
production days and hold
our contributor meetings on
Mondays from 3 to 4 p.m.
As we are now in the
heart of the journalism
department, we would like to
encourage every student at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg to stop by
and catch a glimpse of their
campus reporters in action
and get involved in the news
process.
No matter the major, The
Crow’s Nest encourages
students from all backgrounds
to share their creative outlets
–– whether it is poetry, art,
AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST
photography, stories and
Aspiring journalists, writers and artists can visit the
more.

new ‘Crow’s Nest’ in PRW 110.

Portillo’s introduces Chicago-style
street food to St. Petersburg

Story and photos by
Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

S

ince its doors opened
on April 5, Portillo’s
newest location has
welcomed long lines and a
hungry St. Petersburg crowd.
“Ever since we’ve opened,
the lines have been to the door
almost all day,” Portillo’s
manager Seth Meade told The
Crow’s Nest. “It’s even busier
on Fridays and Saturdays.”
Due to its centralized
location at 2302 Tyrone Blvd
N., on the east end of Tyrone
Square Mall, the Chicagobased food chain has had no
trouble attracting attention
and driving customer traffic.
The 50s-themed retro
diner — which serves hot
dogs, char-grilled burgers,
Italian beef sandwiches,
cheese fries, fresh salads,
milkshakes, “world famous”
chocolate cake and more — is
the franchise’s fourth Florida
location, alongside Tampa,
Brandon and Orlando.
According to a
press release, Portillo’s
headquarters received an
overwhelming amount
of feedback from Florida

customers to open more
locations in the Tampa Bay
area.
What began as a small hot
dog stand in Illinois named
“The Dog House” by Dick
Portillo in 1963, has since
evolved into a nationwide
phenomenon with over 65
locations and a large fanbase.
Anna Marie Gomes, a
senior health sciences major
at the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg,
ordered a cheeseburger and a
chocolate milkshake during
The newest Portillo’s is located at 2302 Tyrone Blvd N
her first visit to Portillo’s.
on the east end of Tyrone Square Mall.
“The milkshake was my
favorite,” Gomes said. “The
atmosphere was cool, it’s a
good place to go inside and
eat. I think it’s a great addition
to the St. Petersburg food
scene and I will definitely go
back.”
If you aren’t looking to
wait in long lines, Meade said
that Mondays and Tuesdays
aren’t as busy, and traffic
should calm down within the
upcoming weeks.
The restaurant is open
Monday through Sunday from
The fast-casual diner serves Chicago-style hot dogs,
10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
mksteele1@usf.edu

char-grilled burgers, cheese fries, milkshakes, ‘world
famous’ chocolate cake and more.
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HB 5

Continued from front page
While students were
able to share public
testimonies, emphasizing
their concerns about the
bill, Bryan Avila, R-Miami
Springs, chairperson of the
Health Care Appropriations
Subcommittee, closed public
comment after less than half
an hour “in the interest of
time” while an SDS member
was speaking.
SDS members like Victoria
Hinckley, a sophomore
sociology major at the Tampa
campus, were pulled out by
security after the group began
chanting “Let her speak” in
protest to Avila’s decision to
send the meeting into recess.
“HB5 is a major blow to
reproductive rights, especially
to people of color and
working-class individuals
which is who this bill will
have the most impact on,”
Hinckley said.
“Over 70% of Florida
was not in favor of the bill
yet it still passed. That is
completely reflective of SDS’
experience in Tallahassee on
both occasions,” she said.
“We were violently silenced
and repressed by people that
claim to care about freedom.”
Under videos of the

incident on the USF SDS
chapter’s Instagram account
(@TampaBay_SDS), the
caption said, “We condemn
this act of political repression
and will continue to fight for
reproductive rights… Along
with us and every other public
comment being against the
bill, the members of the
subcommittee truly spit in the
face of democracy by voting
in favor of this bill.”
On March 3, the bill went
on to pass through both
Florida’s House and Senate.
Florida is the latest state to
join the wave of anti-abortion
legislation throughout the
nation.
In 2018, Mississippi
became the first state to
outlaw any abortions after 15
weeks of pregnancy.
Since 2020, West Virginia,
Arizona, Kentucky and
now Florida have put forth
legislation nearly identical
to the 2018 law. Other
states like South Carolina,
Texas and Idaho have been
more ambitious in banning
abortions after six weeks of
pregnancy.
Last Tuesday, two days
prior to the signing of
Florida’s HB 5, Oklahoma

COURTESY OF @TAMPABAY_SDS ON INSTAGRAM

Members of USF’s SDS chapter, along with other Florida universities, protested
HB 5 on Jan. 27 in Tallahassee.
Gov. Kevin Stitt signed off
on the most restrictive antiabortion legislation in the
country.
If authorized by the
state’s Supreme Court,
Oklahoma’s Senate Bill
612 will effectively outlaw
all abortions — the only
exception extending to
pregnancies that endanger the
life of the pregnant person
— and make them a felony
punishable by up to 10 years
in prison and a $100,000 fine.

The bill would take effect in
August.
However, legislation at
odds with Roe v. Wade is not
on completely stable grounds.
The Mississippi legislation
is currently being reviewed
by the U.S. Supreme Court
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, with a
decision to be reached before
the current term ends this
October.
According to NPR,
“justices in the six-member

conservative majority appear
willing to uphold the law.”
If upheld, all recent and
upcoming legislation could
profoundly weaken or annul
Roe v. Wade — barring the
right to receive an abortion
at any point in a pregnancy’s
first trimester.

mentorship as well as
introductions to investors,
customers and other valuable
services.

Embed a cross-border
payment platform for both
fintech and non-fintech
companies.
• College Cash –– CEO
Demetrius Curry, Ft. Worth,
Texas: Utilizes tools such
as user generated content
campaigns to reduce student
loan debt.
• DUKAPAQ –– CEO
Mbaluka Michael Mutinda,
Tulsa, Okla.: Communitywide rewards program and
digital marketplace for
merchants in Africa.
• Element DeFi –– CEO
Ezhilarasan (Hari) Irulappan,
Cary, N.C.: The first
multidimensional all-in-one
coin hub for decentralized
finance.
• FINBOA –– CEO Dheeraj
(Raj) Singal, Houston,
Texas: Provides banks and
credit unions with a process
automation SaaS platform to
aid with compliance, staffing
challenges and customer
service.
• Homey Technology LTD
–– CEO Sayinthen (Say)
Vivekanantham, London,
U.K.: Provides a digital
platform for home buyers
and sellers to complete
conveyancing faster.
• Inbanx –– CEO Rob
Kaczmarek, Austin, Texas: A
spend management solution
for small and middle market
businesses.
• MyEGO –– CEO Tanja
Ludwig, Berlin, Germany:
Delivers self-sovereign and
decentralized digital identity.

• OnlineApplication –– CEO
Karl Deeter, Austin, Texas:
A mortgage and insurance
fintech platform that delivers
products faster for lenders
and advisors.
• Paperstack –– CEO Assel
Beglinova, New York,
N.Y.: Provides e-commerce
sellers with micro-loans and
financial insights.
• RABEH –– CEO
Mohammed Alsolami,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia: A
crowdfunding platform and
virtual accelerator with builtin features such as a share
equity marketplace.
• RickSmith –– CEO Dr.
Richard Smith, Tampa, Fla.:
Uses modern portfolio theory
and behavioral analytics to
help retail investors create
market-beating portfolios.
• Sole Capital –– CEO
Trevor Nelson, Raleigh,
N.C.: Provides liquidity to
culture at scale starting with
sneakers.
• SueApp –– CEO Tom Lavi,
Tel Aviv, Israel: Intuitive
legal tech solution for small
claims filing.
• VIVA Finance –– CEO
Jack Markwalter, Atlanta,
Ga.: Offers loans based on
employment information
rather than credit history.

Read more at
crowsneststpete.com
mollyr5@usf.edu

FINTECH

Continued from front page
“Tampa Bay Wave is
proud to launch this new
Accelerator program that will
not only provide support to
innovative fintech startups
throughout the U.S. and
beyond, but also showcase the
talent and growing network
of innovators and capital
resources already in the
Tampa Bay region,” president
and founder of Tampa Bay
Wave, Linda Olson, said.
The three-month program
offers startup companies
access to valuable resources
such as a dedicated managing
director, mentoring from

renowned tech founders and
industry giants, sales training,
pitch coaching and investor
coaching.
On June 29, the startups
will have the chance to pitch
their companies to fintech
industry leaders, such as
accredited investors and
venture capitalists, during
Wave’s Demo Day.
Continued support and
resources will be available
to the startups beyond their
completion of the program
through Tampa Bay Wave’s
virtual CORE membership
–– providing year-round

The 16 companies in the
FinTech | X Accelerator
2022 program cohort
include:
• Aquablocks –– Tel Aviv,
Israel: An asset portfolio
management company that
helps financial institutions
purchase, trade and secure
digital assets.
• CashQ –– CEO Alex
Voronovich, Miami, Fla.:

COURTESY OF TAMPA BAY WAVE

The nonprofit organization, Tampa Bay Wave, partnered with the USF Muma
College of Business to create the FinTech program.

To learn more about the
2022 FinTech | X Accelerator
Program, visit tampabaywave.
org/fintech.
george117@usf.edu
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USF women’s sailing team wins
8 MISC. first-ever conference championship

By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida
women’s sailing
team won the South Atlantic
Intercollegiate Sailing
Association’s (SAISA) Team
Racing Championship on
April 4 on its home waters of
St. Petersburg.
With the victory, the Bulls
will advance to compete in
the first-ever College Sailing
Women’s Team Racing
Championship on April 23
and 24 at Brown University.
The Bulls outsailed their
opponents — Jacksonville
University, College of
Charleston and Eckerd
College — and claimed the
title by a narrow margin of
one win. USF finished with
a 7-2 record, followed by
Jacksonville (6-3), Charleston
(5-4) and Eckerd (0-9).
Winds were unpredictable

on the day of the event, as
“they proceeded to slowly
veer from north to east
throughout the day, starting
at 6-8 knots, building to 8-10
knots and then rapidly fading
to under 4 knots,” according
to SAISA’s official report.
While four full roundrobins — which typically last
9 to 10 minutes each — were
originally scheduled, the
teams ended up only sailing
for three rounds due to the
conditions.
Nonetheless, USF’s
skippers Heidi Hicks,
Emma Shakespeare, Sydney
Monahan and crew Carolina
Perez Rovira, Jewel “Min
Min” Kelly and Jackie
Morrison were determined to
win and now hope to continue
their success on the national
level.
mksteele1@usf.edu

COURTESY OF USF SAILING

Despite unpredictable weather conditions, the Bulls led the competition with a
7-2 record and will advance to the national championship.

By Jasmine Garrett
Contributor
MONDAY
Dance the night away at
HAB Going Away Music
Festival. The festival will
be held at the SLC Patio
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The festival will feature
live music by student
performers, free pizza and
root beer floats. RSVP on
BullsConnect.
TUESDAY
If you love to sing,
come out to End of
Year Karaoke hosted by
resident assistants Emma
and Carley. Karaoke will
be held in the Osprey
Multipurpose Room at
9:15 p.m. Refreshments
will be provided.

WEDNESDAY
Think you might know
a thing or two about STD
facts and statistics? The
STD Awareness Month
Trivia Kahoot will be
taking place online from
April 16 through 30. The
top three winners will
win $50 gift cards to
STDCheck.com. Use your
NetID as your username.
Visit BullsConnect for
more information.
THURSDAY
Learn more about
Asian American and
Pacific Islander culture
at the AAPI Film Night.
This event is taking place
in SLC 2100 from 6:00

to 8:30 p.m. and will
feature AAPI directed and
written films. RSVP on
BullsConnect.
FRIDAY
Happy Earth Day. Help
support local, organic
family farmers and enjoy a
Free Organic Milkshake
at EVOS St. Pete, located
at 2631 Fourth St. N.
EVOS has been committed
to supporting local farmers,
helping the environment
and maintaining sustainable
business practices for over
two decades. The event will
be held from 11 a.m. to 9
p.m.

SATURDAY
Looking to have some
fun in the sun? The
Marine Adventures Club
is hosting the Boyd Hill
Photo Scavenger Hunt
at the Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve (1101 Country
Club Way S.). Come out
for the opportunity to
explore the preserve and
win prizes. RSVP for free
on BullsConnect.
SUNDAY
The 18th Annual St.
Pete Beach Corey Area
Craft Festival is back.
The festival will feature
more than 100 of the
nation’s finest crafters.
There will be jewelry,

ceramics, pottery,
personalized gifts and
more. The festival will
also include a Green
Market with plants,
exotic flora and body
products. The festival
will be held at 350 Corey
Ave., St. Pete Beach
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Jasmine Garrett is a
sophomore psychology
major at USF St.
Petersburg.

